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THE PROVINCES OF THE FUTURE

The Government of these provinces will continue under
the new conditions with no noticeable difference, and each
province should be able to develop its own racial affinities.
It is for this end that Orissa has been separated from Bihar.
The difficulty of carrying out effectively any scientific racial
grouping is that the races overlap and are interwoven as
much as in Central Europe, while in and out in a curious
network come the territories of the Princes' States, so dis-
posed and dispersed that fiscal custom and control is an
extremely difficult matter.

Adjustments of boundaries to make frontiers easier to
administer are also difficult, for this reason, that though it is
often said that the people are happier in a Prince's State
than a British province, yet nevertheless an attempt to trans-
fer any portion of a province to a State is always strongly
resisted, and possibly vice versa.

It is imaginable that, in the Federated India which the
White Paper adumbrates, this impossibility of making the
provinces, as a whole, confined to one or other group of
races, as some Indians have tried to bring about, will act
for the good of the country. A purely Moslem province
alongside a Hindu one might mean constant friction. Nor
can the boundaries, which have largely come about by
chance, separate occupations and modes of life. TKe pro-
vinces differ greatly, but it would be hard to say where those
differences begin or end, and to draw a line which separates
one people from the other.

As the United Provinces approaches the Punjab there is
an atmosphere of the Punjab, while as the Punjab approaches
the United Provinces there is an atmosphere of Hindustan.
This is more noticeable than in England, where a Sussex
man half-a-mile across the border does differ in some subtle
way from the Surrey man. In the subdivisions of India it is
not possible to have racial sub-provinces, for even in the
predominately Sikh districts there are other fblk intermingled,